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Data presented is based on information gathered by AOAV’s explosive violence monitoring project. No claims are made that this data 
captures every incident or casualty of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use. 
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Top stories in June 

 
Iraq slips into chaos Iraq has seen a sharp increase in casualties from explosive violence, as militant groups seized 
control of cities in the center of the country.3 IEDs continue to cause the vast majority of civilian deaths and injuries 
amidst worsening violence, responsible for 63% of casualties recorded by AOAV this month. However, the Iraqi air 
force, and reportedly, Syrian fighter jets, have carried out airstrikes in populated areas of the country, causing at least 
357 civilian casualties in June 2014. 
 
Anarchy in Libya June has seen clashes in Libya between militias and irregular forces affiliated with a renegade 
former army general. These are clashes that involved the repeated use of heavy explosive weapons in population 
centres such as Benghazi.4 Reckless shelling, including with the notorious Grad rockets, have pushed Libya into the five 
most-affected countries in the world this month.5  

 

Country Civilians1 Armed 

actors 
Incidents 

 Iraq 1,831 594 79 

 Syria2 704 18 30 

Nigeria 180 20 8 

Pakistan 144 201 32 

Libya 128 9 6 

 

Air-launched 
 

614 
civilians killed 
and injured 

 

Ground-launched 
 

713 
civilians killed 
and injured 

 

IEDs 
 

1,762 
civilians killed 
and injured 

76%  
Casualties were 
reported to be civilians 
(3,392) 
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AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitor 
 
Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with 
at least one reported casualty. AOAV uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to 
explosive weapon use. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and 
status of people killed and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and 
whether displacement or damage to the location was reported. AOAV does not attempt to comprehensively 
capture all incidents of explosive violence around the world, instead this data in intended to serve as a useful 
indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one aspect of the impact of explosive weapons 
in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-economic impacts on individuals and 
communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources.  
 
For the latest analysis and research of developments in explosive violence go to:  
 
Manufactured Explosive Weapons 
 
IEDs and Suicide Bombings 
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 Actors are defined as civilians if they are not identifiable in reports either as armed actors or security personnel. 
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 The number of casualties from explosive violence in Syria is significantly under-reported, owing to the nature of news-source 

reporting from the conflict. Very few incidents in Syria were reported with injuries (only 19% as opposed to 83% in Iraq). Both 

Iraq and Syria had a very similar number of civilian fatalities reported in January. 
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