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Who are we?
Action on Armed Violence (AOAV) has one central mission: to carry
out field work, research, and advocacy in order to reduce the incidence
and impact of global armed violence.

AOAV works at the local, national, regional and global level to reduce –
and ultimately prevent – the impact of armed violence around the world. 

We work with communities affected by armed violence, removing the
threat of weapons, reducing the risks that provoke violence and conflict,
and supporting the recovery of victims and survivors. 

Our work is divided into five pillars:
• Acting on Weapons
• Supporting Victims
• Building Institutions
• Counting the Cost
• Strengthening Communities
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are killed by armed violence every year
526,000 PEOPLE }

9 OUT OF 10 
violent deaths occur outside conflict settings 

EVERY MINUTE
1 PERSON DIES OF
ARMED VIOLENCE 

ACTION ON ARMED VIOLENCE

AOAV has received funds from:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Germany; Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
AusAID; UK Department for International Development; Liberia Ministry of Youth 
and Sport; The World Bank; United Nations Office for Project Services; United Nations 
Mine Action Service, United Nations Development Programme; Peacebuilding Fund; 
The Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fund; Nexus Fund; Besom Foundation.



In Sierra Leone, AOAV supplied the government with Dot Peen markers 
and trained them in their use, allowing the government to launch its 
national arms registration process in which it marks all government 
and privately held weapons in the country. AOAV also works directly 
with  local blacksmiths engaged in manufacturing illicit firearms to 
help them either become legal, registered firearm producers or to 
find viable, alternative livelihoods.

In Liberia, AOAV has provided training for the Armed Forces of Liberia 
in explosive ordnance disposal and for the Liberian National Police 
in unexploded ordnance awareness, recognition and response in order 
to build their capacities to fully take responsibility for these activities. 

AOAV has over 20 years of humanitarian mine action experience, and
since 2006 has worked to survey and clear landmines and cluster muni-
tions in the eastern part of Western Sahara. Landmines and unexploded
ordnance continue to threaten civilians, hinder people’s livelihoods, and
restrict Western Sahara’s economic and social development.
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26 million square metres of land cleared by AOAV
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Acting on Weapons

Weapons-related programming is a key component of AOAV’s 
efforts to reduce the incidence and impact of armed violence. AOAV 
assists authorities in implementing small arms control mechanisms,
which encourage the safe manufacture, use, storage, movement and
trade of firearms. We are actively involved in clearing cluster bombs,
land-mines, and other explosive remnants of war (ERW).

Once new laws and regulations related to weapons are passed, AOAV 
is active in helping sensitise citizens and communities on these reforms 
to encourage their proper implementation and, in the end, reduce armed 
violence. In Liberia and Sierra Leone, AOAV has supported the work of 
national Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) Commissions to 
implement laws and regulations by coordinating awareness raising 
campaigns and helping develop weapons registration systems.

22,000 dangerous items destroyed by AOAV



Within both formal and informal institutions lies the potential for reducing
the incidence and impact of armed violence. However, these same institu-
tions can also encourage or even accelerate the dynamics of armed violence.

AOAV helps build institutions at the international, regional, national, and
local levels that prevent armed violence and mitigate its impact on people.
AOAV is one of the original founders of the Global Alliance on Armed 
Violence (GAAV), a coalition of local and global leaders committed to
reducing armed violence that shares best practice on armed violence
monitoring and analysis around the world.

AOAV also supports government bodies in Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Western Sahara as they address issues of weapons stockpile manage-
ment and mine action.
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Building Institutions
One of AOAV’s core principles is that any response to
the problem of armed violence must include recog-
nition and promotion of the rights of victims and 
survivors, and should be developed with their active
participation. AOAV is one of the leading advocates 
of victim’s rights in relevant international fora.

In Burundi, AOAV works with local and international partners to provide
psychosocial support and counselling to victims and survivors of armed
violence using an innovative peer-support method. They have also form-
ed Savings and Internal Lending Communities (SILCs), through which
the members can take out affordable loans and access funds in case of
severe financial emergencies. Many victims and survivors have establish-
ed their own economic activities thanks to the loans from SILCs. 

In Western Sahara, AOAV provides support for victims and survivors
through our partnership with the local victims’ rights association. In
2012, AOAV completed its ERW survivors’ needs assessment survey,
recorded the circumstances of incidents, type and nature of injury, the
socio-economic profile of survivors and needs of survivors (including
medical assistance, training and livelihoods opportunities). AOAV de-
veloped micro-grants projects to support survivor cooperatives
(such as livestock rearing, commerce and agriculture). 
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Supporting Victims

Before peer-support

Severe Distress

After peer-support

Mild Distress Recovering Severe Distress Mild Distress Recovering



In its work on the ground, AOAV is committed to building a better 
understanding of the costs of armed violence through short studies, 
nationwide assessments, and ongoing monitoring of armed violence.

Reliable evidence and data is critical to enable governments and civil 
society to develop strategies that will address armed violence in a 
targeted and effective way.

AOAV has partnered with dozens of stakeholders – governmental, civil 
society organisations, security institutions, and media, among others – 
in nearly twenty countries to improve capacity to measure and analyse
armed violence. This includes publishing over a dozen reports and arti-
cles highlighting the need for improved monitoring and measurement 
of armed violence and hosting and participating in international confer-
ences on armed violence monitoring.

AOAV has helped to establish Armed Violence Observatories and
Armed Violence Working Groups in Liberia, Burundi, Sierra Leone and
Nigeria. These bodies help stakeholders better understand the com-
plexity of armed violence and devise initiatives specifically targeting
vulnerable populations.
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Counting the Cost

In Liberia, AOAV has worked with the national small arms commissions 
to help draft legislation for controlling and regulating SALW.

AOAV also makes sure that the knowledge and skills required for demi-
ning are passed on to national counterparts to ensure sustainability
and build capacity of local institutions. 

AOAV has forged strong partnerships with experts and local partners, 
including working with civil society partners in Nigeria and Latin America
to establish national and regional working groups addressing armed 
violence.

AOAV advocates for stronger global, regional and national laws and
norms to enhance the protection of civilians from weapons. In our policy
work, we conduct research on the humanitarian impact of weapons and 
military technologies on civilian populations at the global level, conduct-
ing field-based research such as in the Philippines, Nigeria, Lebanon, 
The Demographic Republic of Congo, Libya, Pakistan, Colombia, and 
El Salvador among others. 
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In 2011 AOAV helped to establish the Liberian
Armed Violence Observatory (LAVO), working 
together with a multi-stake holder group to develop a
collaborative facility for collecting and analysing data 
on armed violence throughout Liberia. Within three
years the LAVO has transitioned to being an inde-
pendent body and produces biannual reports.



Preventing and reducing armed violence requires a holistic approach.
AOAV has found that those who are most likely to be perpetrators of
violence – youth, particularly boys and young men – are also its most
likely victims. Perpetrators of violence must be engaged and included 
in programming in order to break the cycle of violence.

AOAV has worked with ex-combatants and vulnerable youth to
help them recover from trauma, reintegrate with their communities,
and become positive, peaceful members of society.

In Liberia, AOAV has developed an innovative approach to disarmament,
demobilisation, and reintegration, ensuring that ex-combatants in
rural Liberia receive psychosocial support, as well as having the voca-
tional and life skills to find sustainable employment opportunities. In
urban centres, AOAV has provided unemployed, disadvantaged youth
with drop-in centres – productive, empowering spaces for youth to 
attend workshops, receive counselling, and develop leadership skills.

In the past elections 
in Burundi have been
marked by violence 
and political unrest,
therefore we aim to 
reduce the involve-
ment of youth in po-
litical violence. AOAV
provides psychosocial
counselling, gives 

entrepreneurship training and coaches youth to design and organize
their own peacebuilding events in their community.
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Strengthening Communities

At policy level, AOAV advocates for comprehensive casualty recording 
and for the regular production of national reports on armed violence.
To this end, AOAV aims to ensure that every country sees recording 
casualties as an obligation and a clear sign of accountability towards 
its citizens. AOAV also aims to increase the number of countries and 
local governments producing national or local reports on security and
armed violence.

Counting the cost of armed violence is essential to truly understand 
both the drivers and costs of armed violence. AOAV is a founding 
member of the Every Casualty Campaign, and runs the pioneering 
explosive violence monitoring project, which tracks the global 
impact of bombs and shells on civilians.
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