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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT AOAV.ORG.UK 

Data presented is based on information gathered by AOAV’s explosive violence monitoring project. No claims are made that this data 
captures every incident or casualty of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use. 

 
Top Story: Yemen- Massive mosque bombing and Operation Desert Storm 
AOAV recorded a total of 849 deaths and injuries from explosive weapon use in Yemen in March 2014, 93% of 

whom were civilians. Half of the civilian casualties in Yemen this month were recorded in one attack- the Sana’a 

mosque bombings on 20 March 2015.  

 

At least 137 people were killed and over 345 injured when four suicide bombers attacked two separate Shia Houthi 

mosques in the Yemen capital city. It was one of the deadliest bombing attacks ever recorded by AOAV, and 

marked a dramatic escalation in explosive violence in Yemen.  

 

After the President fled the violence in the capital, an international coalition led by Saudi Arabia began an airstrike 

campaign of air strikes in Yemen. AOAV has recorded 293 civilian casualties from four air strikes, the worst of which 

came on 30 March when dozens of displaced people were killed when the al Mazraq camp was bombed. AOAV 

urges coalition forces not to use explosive weapons with wide-area effects in populated areas of Yemen.  

 

Read AOAV condemns Yemen mosque bombings 
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AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitor 

Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with 

at least one reported casualty. AOAV uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to 

explosive weapon use. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and 

status of people killed and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and 

whether displacement or damage to the location was reported. AOAV does not attempt to comprehensively 

capture all incidents of explosive violence around the world, instead this data in intended to serve as a useful 

indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one aspect of the impact of explosive weapons 

in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-economic impacts on individuals and 

communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources.  

 

For the latest analysis and research of developments in explosive violence go to:  

 

Manufactured Explosive Weapons 

 

IEDs and Suicide Bombings 

 

(i) Actors are defined as civilians if they are not identifiable in reports either as armed actors or security personnel. 

(ii) Refers to areas likely to contain concentrations of civilians. To see AOAV’s recording guidelines see 

https://aoav.org.uk/explosiveiviolence/methodology/  

 

Aid In Danger: The impact of air strikes on the delivery of humanitarian aid in Yemen 

 

By Insecurity Insight 

 

At the end of March 2015, violence escalated in Yemen, with devastating effects for humanitarians and those they 

assist. On 26 March 2015, a Saudi-led coalition began bombing Houthi rebel-controlled areas in Yemen. That day, 

reports indicate a doctor died and was pulled from under the rubble of a damaged building.  

 

On 29 March, 40 people were killed in the Al-Mazraq IDP camp in north western province of Hajjah and the UN, 

INGOs, and foreign embassies evacuated over 200 expatriates from the country. Security management protocols 

used by humanitarian agencies include evacuations and help to prevent the deaths of international aid workers. 

National staff of local and international organisations however remain behind.  

 

National staff of humanitarian agencies are civilians, and bear the same risks as their neighbours and family 

members and all those affected when armed violence escalates. They continue the direct aid delivery while 

expatriates continue to oversee programmes and maintain contact with funders from neighbouring countries (a 

security management approach known as “remote management”). As a result, air strikes disproportionately affect 

national staff and their protection is closely linked to the protection of civilians in general.  

 


