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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT AOAV.ORG.UK 

Data presented is based on information gathered by AOAV’s explosive violence monitoring project. No claims are made that this data 
captures every incident or casualty of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use. 

 
Top Story: Yemen crisis worsens as explosive violence spreads into Saudi Arabia 
For the third month running Yemen was the country in which AOAV recorded the most civilian casualties from 

explosive violence. Despite attempts to negotiate humanitarian ceasefires, May still saw almost 1,000 civilian 

deaths and injuries in the country. The majority (614, or 67%) were caused by air strikes carried out by the Saudi-

led coalition. The worst attack came on 11 May. Air strikes, targeted at military missile depots on a base just 

outside the capital city Sana’a, triggered a sequence of massive explosions. Witnesses reported projectiles fell 

across city suburbs like raid, and that the original site of the air strikes was based just 200-250 meters from homes 

in the congested residential area.
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Explosive violence spread into neighbouring Saudi Arabia in May. After 30 April AOAV recorded 15 separate attacks 

in Saudi Arabia, killing and injuring 199 civilians. The vast majority of these incidents (86%) were ground-launched 

attacks from Yemen-based rebels, who launched rockets and missiles into bordering provinces. However, 73% of 

civilian casualties in the country came as a result of two separate suicide bombings that hit mosques in the towns 

of Dammam and Qadeeh. Both bombings were claimed by ISIS. 
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AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitor 

Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with 

at least one reported casualty. AOAV uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to 

explosive weapon use. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and 

status of people killed and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and 

whether displacement or damage to the location was reported. AOAV does not attempt to comprehensively 

capture all incidents of explosive violence around the world, instead this data in intended to serve as a useful 

indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one aspect of the impact of explosive weapons 

in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-economic impacts on individuals and 

communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources.  

 

For the latest analysis and research of developments in explosive violence go to:  

Manufactured Explosive Weapons 

IEDs and Suicide Bombings 

 
(1)  Actors are defined as civilians if they are not identifiable in reports either as armed actors or security personnel. 

(2)  Refers to areas likely to contain concentrations of civilians. To see AOAV’s recording guidelines see 

https://aoav.org.uk/explosiveiviolence/methodology/  

(3) Amnesty International, “Yemen: Scores of civilians killed and injured by anti-aircraft fire and airstrikes on weapons depots,” Amnesty 

International, 28 May 2015, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/05/yemen-scores-of-civilians-killed-and-injured-by-anti-

aircraft-fire-and-airstrikes-on-weapons-depots/ 

 

Aid In Danger: Trócaire in South Sudan 

 

By Insecurity Insight: www.aidindanger.org  

 

On 19 May, two mortar rounds hit a United Nations compound in the Upper Nile town of Melut. At least 

eight civilians  were killed. 

 

The compound appears to have been caught in the crossfire of worsening fighting between the Sudan 

People's Liberation Army (SPLA) and the SPLA in Opposition and allied groups.  

The compound was a refuge for around 1,600 people displaced by the violence in the region.  

This incident illustrates the wide impact of explosive violence for aid delivery.  

Three national staff members of the CARITAS affiliated aid agency Trócaire were among the civilians who 

sought shelter in the UNMISS compound. The aid workers spent three days under mortar fire before 

they were evacuated to Juba.  

While the humanitarian agency is relieved that none of their staff suffered physical harm from the 

extensive explosive weapons use around them, the consequences are devastating for aid delivery in 

South Sudan. The agency suspended the programme that had supported 20,000 people in two towns. 

The people of Melut have now even less access to vital food, clean water and shelter because agencies 

feel the responsibility to protect their staff when conflict parties cannot guarantee aid workers’ safety. 

 


