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Data presented is based on information gathered by AOAV’s explosive violence monitoring project. No claims are made that this data 

captures every incident or casualty of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use. 

 

Top Story: Double suicide bombing in Cameroon[3] 

The single worst incident of explosive violence recorded by AOAV in September 2015 was a double suicide 
bombing in Kerawa, Cameroon, which killed and injured at least 164 people. The vast majority of these were 
civilians. Two female bombers detonated their suicide belts outside a military base and inside a busy local market, 
continuing a trend of marketplace massacres. 
 
The Kerawa bombing was only the fourth suicide bombing to be recorded in Cameroon, and as of January 2016 
remains by far the most lethal to have hit the west African country. Since the first suicide attack in July 2015, AOAV 
has recorded 11 similar suicide bombings in Cameroon, killing and injuring at least 477 people, 453 of whom were 
civilians. 
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Although no group claimed responsibility, the bombing bore all the hallmarks of Boko Haram, an insurgent group 
operating across national borders in the Lake Chad region. Previously Boko Haram’s attacks had largely been 
confined to Nigeria, but in the wake of a string of conventional military defeats at the hands of a local coalition, the 
group has increasingly adopted suicide bombings against civilian populations, often making use of women and 
children.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitor 
Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with 
at least one reported casualty. AOAV uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to 
explosive weapon use. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and 
status of people killed and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and 
whether displacement or damage to the location was reported. AOAV does not attempt to comprehensively 
capture all incidents of explosive violence around the world, instead this data in intended to serve as a useful 
indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one aspect of the impact of explosive weapons 
in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-economic impacts on individuals and 
communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources.  
 
For the latest analysis and research of developments in explosive violence go to:  
Manufactured Explosive Weapons 
IEDs and Suicide Bombings 
 
(1)  Actors are defined as civilians if they are not identifiable in reports either as armed actors or security personnel. 
(2)  Refers to areas likely to contain concentrations of civilians. To see AOAV’s recording guidelines see https://aoav.org.uk/explosiveiviolence/methodology/  
[3]  For more information on the Kerawa bombing, see http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/03/two-suicide-bombings-kill-north-cameroon. For 
more information on Boko Haram’s suicide bombings in general, see https://aoav.org.uk/2015/boko-haram-suicide-bombings/.    
 

 
Aid In Danger: IED attack on Nigeria IDP camp 
By Insecurity Insight: www.aidindanger.org  
 

On the 11 September 2015, at 10.30 local time, an improvised explosive device (IED) 
detonated in a tent in Nigeria’s largest IDP camp, Maikohi, near Yola in the State of  
Adamawa. The previous evening, 315 new people fleeing from Boko Haram terror had arrived at the camp. 
According to the State Emergency Management Agency (ADSEMA), the blast killed five and injured 20 people. 
Among the injured were camp workers and student volunteers. While the death toll was a small addition to the 
thousands recorded as killed by Boko Haram, the bomb affected the perception of aid agencies and volunteers.  

The fact that suspected Boko Haram militants were able to plant a bomb despite the high security at the camp, 
where armed soldiers manned the gates and carried out checks on vehicles and passengers, is highly concerning 
to those with responsibilities for the safety of aid workers and volunteers. Most are reluctant to expose those 
under their care to unpredictable security risks. In response to the bomb, the ICRC decided to suspend all its 
activities in government run IDP camps. Organizers of student volunteers will reconsider sending those under 
their care into the camp. This illustrates how the detonation of explosives in what should be a safety zone has 
consequences for civilians fleeing violence that go far beyond immediate death and destruction.  
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